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Matinew I4. UV 24z 24, 26. 
Bit the Ship was nowi?n the midlt of tar Sg, toſe= 
£4 With waves: for the wind was contrery. 
Ard in tit fourth watch of the night, 7eſus went 
xxto thrm, walking on the Sex. 
"And when the Diſciples ſaw him walking on the 


2x, they were troxbled, ſaying, 1t is « Spirits and 
to77 £?75d Bat for fear. 


Aving {pore | before f: om theſe Words, we 
i; come now to # fourth Dofirine 3 which 18, 

T iiaft aicho Chitfit ſeem to be far diftanc 
from hls Peopic under their Trya's, yer he potl= 
ces th:m ina pairico'ar way. He {1w chem 2oyh 
ing and rowitig, as Mare keth 1 it, and ye” Ne was 
at Prayecr li t}.c time, For cicar' pp 55 1his Foing 
we fhall firſt ſh-w, whitway Chriſt notice; : the” 
Try als of hls People and why his doth fo. Se- 


A'2 coodlie 


4-3: 
condly what hls noticing of his People io their 
Tryals, doth {ay to ihem, And thirdly what are 

the Tryals wherela Chriſt doth moſt notice his 
People. 

For the firſt, he notices the Tryals of his Peas 
ple, in char he hath foreordained them In his E- 
reraal Council ; Nothing ever befell his People, 
but what was decreed from everlaſting. And in 
time he {o orders them that they fall out for the 
ſuitable exerciſe of his People, according to their 
ſeveral Caſes : And keeps his Eye cn them there» 
In. 2. He haih not only a permifiive, buran 
zGlve Hand in ferting all the znftruments of their 


Tryals on Foot, whether they be Devils, or Men, 


or Winds, or Storms, He fxfted the houſe of I[- 
rael as Corn is fifred in a Sieve, yer ſoas not one 
grain is loft. 3, By his Providence he tryſts a 
convenient Scalon for the Tryal; and ſometimes 
( zs he did to Peter ) gives them warning of it 
before the Tryal come... This nght, ſays he, bt- 
Jore the Cock crow, tho {bait deny me thrice. And 
by hls providence he iers bounds to the Tryal , 
that it fhail come fuch and ſuch a length and ro 
forther: as in the Text, he lers the Diſciples cyl 
en (1! the fourth Watch of the night. 4. He nos 
tices the Tryals of hi: People, az he makes Inter» 
ccſhon to his Farher for them. Here he is at 
Prayer when they are toyiing and rowing In the 
night time at Sea, 5. He {o notices the Tryals 
ot his People, as thereby he carries on his own 
Purpotcs ara noble Defigns , and makes all their 
Tryals ſubicrytent thereto. 

If it be a:xcd, Why doth he ſo notice the Tiy- 
als of his People? 1Avfwer, firft, becauſe he is 
highly concerned in them, they tiand in a near 
_ 'Relatlonto him, they ate all the Fruit of the na 
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yall of his Soul, he is EE to the Father for 
them,&they&a!ll thatſhill befallchemyis commitred 
to him, who is to be anſ{werable for them z1!!, from” 
th= j-aft to the greateſt .2 Becauſe there are few 
or none bur he that rakes notice of their Tryals , 
for they can ds little for themſelyes, and others 
deipiſe them. 

For the Second, his poticing his People In 
their Trya!s, ſays, they are not under them by 
Chance or fortune, but by his Appointment, and 
with del-heration. 2. That they are not alone 
in their Tryals, altho ſomerimes they perceive 
him nor, yet even then h35 Eye is on them, and 
his Heart is with them, and they are with him, 
Pal. 73. 22, 23. Wh 1 was 8 & beafi vefore 
thee, Jet nevirtheies 1 am continually with thee. 2, 
It fays, his Peoples Trials cannot ren a full carrier 
as otherways they might; bur he fers bounds to 
them, and he will aliow ftrepgth wherewlth ro 
debate with them 1]; 

Thiraly , Whar are the Trials of hls people 
wherein he gorh moſt concern himſelf 2 1 An 
{wer, he concerns himſelf in all rhe Trials of his 
People, but eſpecially theſe thar Duty leads rhem 
to: As here when he commanded hls Diſciples to 
go to Sta, 2, He moſt natices ard concerns hime | 
(elif in Tclals chat are above their rezch, as to an 
Iſle and ou: gare: as this in the Text was. 3» 
H- gotices ard concerns himlelf in theſe Trials, 
under which his people exerciſe themſelves and 
[a50ur as they can, tho all their labour fgnltic 
bur Hetle, 4 He notices and concerns himſelf in 
all their Tciz!s which are hard, and far: above 
what theyformeriy have notmerivith, ſuch as this In. 
the Texr alſo was, | 

For Application, Let the Lords People eomlage 

theme 


6:3 | 
theraſcives from this, that itheir Lord 2nd My- 
fter notices afl their Trials, in all the forementj- 
oned Reſpetts, 2nd thiuks himielf much concera- 
ed foto do, Andicing it is io, Wicked men,and 
Periecaror:, will nor get ail ine inns of their 
hearis accomp! ſhed upon hls People, har they 
thail be 'vppoited under their Fridley abd firid Res 
Kei from thems And particularly we may learn 
from tiis, ther the Trizs 6f the Lords People In 
Brit:a;n and [10cnd are noticed by kim, and thar 
he is much concerned inthemy For he did one 
page them ig the Worx and Bubazeſs for which 
they ſuffer, 2. The Trials ihcy are unde; now 
arc abcy: remed's as 10 men, and above Trials 
they huve bern nader before, and his People are 
roy!ing, 25 tlicy can, under them. 3, Their Trials 
gre accompanied with many votorious Indigaities 
done io the King of Heaven, 4. His Name bs fin- 


eulacly engaged 30 the thing $ Ai Nations are look» 


wog whither our Matters wiilcend, having heard 
that w2 are 4 People covenanted withGod. 5. 
Ye hath a confiderable Stock in the Veſſel thar 
Bow is at $a rolled with Wind and Wave : a very 
godly Remnant, Andif his People would refolze 
raiher to crown and periih together, thap Sin by 
Compiyance, tit would ſpeak much good of cur 
buſiaels. 6. Chrifis &dvocation is on foo: for his 
People whoare cngaged for tim, He was at Pray- 
«& when his Diſciples w:re ar Sea ; And he pray- 
ed for Peter that his Faith might nor fall, 

Now his Adyocarion is in order to theſe things. 
x. That bis peoples Faith fail nor, as hatch been 
ſaid, 2+ Thar their $10, which brovgtit on the 
Trial, and all che circumſtances of their Miicarrt» 
ages under the Tijal, ay be forgiven, z.That they 
may ot tiks atty uniawfal way for a Delivery, 
| 4+ That 
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\ SEEDS.» / TOI 
4. That theTrial may be ſanRified, fo that it may 


produce its preper Frult lo them that are under 
tr. $. Thai their want of a right Spirit may nor 
Increaſe their Trial, or flop che Delivery, or Iſſae: 
Ani rhar the D.livcry may be haſtied, Axlr's 
In Z*th, 1, 8,9, 10 It, 12. Chrift z5 ſeen among 
the mirtle-trets in the bitom?; and he interpoſes 
for the Chorch in hei Trial. O Lord of hoſts, bow 
long wilt thou not hav? mercy on Jernſeiem, and on 
the caries of Fadan, again! which thou baftl bad Inv 
dignation thtfe threeſcore and ten gears. O for the 


Faith of this, ther our Aftvocat trirerpeſes In all 


our Triz4;and ther ali of you would ftudy to be of 
one Mind and comply and firike In with Chriſt In 
all rhe Yolurs of his Aivocatian that we have 
hinted ar, to keep up ihe caate of his concern 
meat; ever Choofing affliction rather rhen Sin ; 
and fiudy to have the iight uſe of rve Trial,and be 
as earpeft for that az for the Out gare, reinembers 
ing alwzyes for your Comfort 2nd the eftablifhe 
ment of your hearts, thas Chriſt fs plezding and 
adyocating your Cauſe before the Throne of God, 
In zl! the forcnam:d ReſpeRs, ard know,thsr God 

ears kim always, and chat he will not lie unto 
David, but will keep Covenant with him, even 
altho his Children rranipreſſs it. And that's good 
ground of Conſolerfon, 

From their Tolling and Rowing 0/794, Thar 
the People of God under Trials ovebr mo 6 in 
rhe uſe of (ezns that he hail lefe then, zltho the 
ule cherecf fjorthe lifde for rhe Delivery, Sn 
the Diſc.ples here did work agalnft Wind and 
Wezrher, albel: oo litrie purpoſe ©: rhe four or five 
Loaves cho it ſeemed in vain to fer them beiore 
ſo many to feed chem, yer Chrift made ute of | 
them. For Eglargement of this, confider firſt, 

"THE 
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(. 8 
Thar in the worſt of Hcl God hath left forme 
means for people to nſe. 2. That the Lord by 
veſe (mall mears, ſomerimes works greaz things 
and rherefore people fhould not he hopeleſs In the 
aſe of them. 2g. Thar the Lord one way or other 
blefieti the vie of means, how {mal and deipiceble 
ſoever they he. 4. That when his People have 
Bo einer ordhr.apy mean, proper for producing 
fach and ſuch EffeRs, let: unuſed; and they do 
Bot ſucceed, he wiils them to continue in prayer, 
Sand fill, end wait for the Salvation of God: as 
when liree! was ar the Red-Sra, and the Egy?tians 
purſuing them, Moſes prayes and bids the People 
Stern ji;ll «end weit for the Lords eppraring. 5, 
Thetht is ordinary for the Lord to reduce his Peo-+ 
ple in their Riraits to very ſmal mcans, and yer he 
commands re uſe them, thereby totry the Loyalty 


and Obedience of his People, abd to teach them. 


ct to Idolize the beft means. 

&f. Firſt, Let it reach the Lords People In 
firaits, to look what means God hath appointed, 
and to be diligent In the uſe of them. 2, Do not 
deſpond, nor be diſcouraged when the means ape 
pear very deſpicable, feing the Lord uſes to bleſs 
the uſe of very imal means. 3. When no other 
proper mean Is lefr, be in the vie of prayer ; For 
that is ill your duty, ard will be the ground of 
your Peace, and let God do what ſeems good 
io his frehr. 

The rex: thing in the Words is, the Delivery 


the Diicipi:s ger, wich the Circumſtances thereof; 


When, they are like to be drowned within four 
Miies '1o Land abour the fourth waich of che night, 
which is nezr the Morning, Love janſheth our , 
Chriſt comes withour intreaty, to heip by his 
.Omniporency, vpon the water waiking, re 
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he makes like a beaten ES under his Feet, But 
when he comes they miſizke him,and are afraid * 
$othat their Tria! the nearer to delivery it comes» 
Ir prows to a greater height, And he ſpeaks ro 
them,and inhibirs their fear, and allays it by tell. 
Ing them, it is he ; and rhusin a new Rep of their 
Trial they ger a new diſcovery of him. As allo 
we have Pettys ſeeking a fiocular Evidence of its 
beinz-the Lord by defiring tim, to bid him come 
. to him on the Water. - ke 
QS5:crve here, That ſometimes when we think 
our Triais 2ta great enough heighr, Chrift will 
_ ſcrew them upa great deal higher, The Diſciples 
judged that their Trial was ate great helghtby 
. Wind and Storm and ar the fourth watch of the 
right, and yet it pleaſed him to lengthen it and 
heighren ir, For clearing of this Dofrine, 
Confider firſt, That the people of God ſoon thinks 
their Triais at a great hight. x. Becauſe they 
meaſure the preſent Triais by former, not remems 
bring the Lord intends to have them further tried, 
=nd that the later Tris! ſhall be ſharper and dark- 
er 2x to the out-gare: than the former was, 2, Be-. 
cauſe they compare and meaſure their Trials with 
the Trials of others, who have not mer with the 
higheſt, but the. loweſt of Trials. 3. Beczuſe 
they mezſure their Trials with ihejr preſent feſt 
firepgih, nor renembiing that he Ivcreatcth 
ſtrength, and gives our proviſion as the Trial 
grows. 4. Becauſe they often compare their 
Trial with the means left then, ſor an our pare : 
not remembring rhat the Lord forerimes layes a» 
fide all means that they have their eye on, and 
 crears new means for their dclivery, 5g. Becauſe 
| they oiten mezſure their Trizy by their own fore- 
caſiivg and refoiu:ton for It, where the Frial 
ſome 


* 


{ TO 
ſornetimes {wells to a greater helght than they 
apprehend it would go, andthe Trial ſoon com+ 
log to ihe hight they pitched on, they think fr 
willgo no further ; thus we err not knowing the 
Counicl of God. | 

$contly confider the Lord hath different ends 
In the Trta! of his people, and diff-rent thoughts, 
which they know ror, yet ſo as he Is maficr of the 
£ rials, when they are above thelr reach; for ke 
IWtend: ro mepnific his Power In thetr weakneſs, 
and to give :t:cm fingular proofs of his Love and 
Gone will ro zrd{them, which they were nor ex» 
pefiing, and to drive them to ſome things that 
He B91 ſooi ftr on foor by them. | 
Thirdiy,Confiier rhat as theſe things move him 
to wind ep inc] rial: of his p{ople to fuch a hight, 


yet ji is their dury to guard againſt mifiaking of 


tin or hi: way, An for this en, do got think 
that it is for want of Love t» itie Pariie tryed, 
or that he forrets rhe, as tl:ey ere apt tofzncie, 
for when chey were toylivg and rowing, b:. (aw 
them, and ws ar prayer fer them. Netrher think 
ir undutifol 1cfs in the Partie tryed, thar heighiens 
the Tria};jor herethe Diiciples were ar rhetr dnty, 
end yer thus exerciied. And iaftly, do got think 
thar Icifcr Trizls would be ſrffiiient to homble 
vs ard Jay us low, if we were left to cur 
{c]ves, | 

uſe firft, Learn co judge of your Trials aright 5 
for ir may prevent uu. able complaints and 
deſpordercy of Spirit, 2. When you think your 
Triz's are at the greate't hight rhar you can b:ars 
yet leave room to iilm co winde them up higher, 
and miffake him oor when he doth fo 

Obſerve 2, That albeit rhe delivery of the 
Lords people may be delayed, yet ir ſets ade" 

an 


y 


5 

and will come in a bn For Amplific:rion, 
We ſhall ſhew firfl, that Chriſt comes in due time 
for the delivery of his People. 2, What way he 
comes, fo as it may be (ai he comes ji; due time, 

_ Forthe Firft, he comes in due time; when he 
cores ica{onably to prevent the ruine of his pro» 
ple. Pla!. c4. 18, irhen Tſeid, my ſcot ſlippeth, 
thy mercy, O Lord, btld menp. 2. When he keeps 
tirac with their fir condition to receive a delivery: 
and that Is, when they are deſperate of avy orher 
way, and begingirip to look to God alone ; then he - 
comes ,a5 in the 142 Plale 4 v. 1 /0oktd on #) 
right kand, end thert Was 16 men to bnow Mt 3 1/4 
refuge failed me, then l coed to the L976, thou &rt mJ 
Yejuge and my porizon, 3. Wien he comes ant 
prevents ey finful copric we were ready £5 ſpite 


| on in our Trial. Pi. 126. The rod of the wicked 


ſpall nat reſi on the fot of thi righttous, (1257 they put 
ferth thtir bend to iniquity.g When the delivery is 
{weeteſti, £0 the party trycd it is ther: racfi ſea» 
fonable: How cheerful were the Diſciples, and 
bow aft:Qicnatly 6:6 they receive him, when he 
came into the Ship. 

For the 2 Confider,ſome things appeared Io the 
delivery, which t2i!ls he came feaſonably. 1. He 
comes when they are copiiog in the uſe of means, 
tho they fignifed lite, 2, He comes whhout 
much inrreaty on their part : for ell this time we 
hear not of their Prayers, thelr deliverarce comes 


as the freic of his zareree Gon ; for he hid been 


! 
| 


bl 
i 
| 
| 
| 


praying for them, and now is {err down to deli- 


; ver them, @ poor party that could do title for 


themicircs, butwere alldead men in thelr own 


| eyes. Z. The delivery comes paring out away 


| for it {elf (Brough difficulties, which nothing bur 


| 


x 
4 


| 


| vimnipoteticy fet on work by free-loye, could have 


done 


Iz 

done. Now when, Key 1M come to him he 
makes the Travel to come to them, on theſe was 
ters that do comper with them, 2nd threaten to 
overifiow on all hands. fo difficulty can ftznd bes 
fore 1s O:mnipotency and Almighty power, when 
his peoples Cife requires it t1 be pur forth, when 
he has engeged them ina hazard, 4. The delive- 
rance comes with new proofs and diſcoveries of 
Cirifts love :o them in their Trials, and of his $o- 
ver3igntty over that which was the ground of their 
fear: He tramples on the Seca and frees them 

from fiorms, | 
&/t 1, Let his people take courage and fer 
thelr fice to the Norm, for the deliverance will 
come, and ina good opportunity and ſeaſon, in 
all the foreſaid reſpeRz. 2, Lethis People mike 
nie of z2ny little mean he has lefrihem, and when 
they have noother, wrefile with him by prayer 
for a little while. 3. Look for more from hls 
compaſiion, Pity, and Interceſfiion, yhan from 
your duty or from your devotion. 4- Altho dife 
ficulties be vnſvpportable by us, yet wait for 
the fingular caits of his Power, as the caſe re- 
quires, 5, Wal: for difcoverles of kim is 2!! your 
ro!l ind {uffering 3 and this hill not bethe leaſt 
diſcvery ofhim , thar he {hall appear trampling 
on rhoie who keep us cap:ive, by his ommporear 
Arm and power; And when he thus appears, lifc 
up Four head for your redemption draws near 5 
And Whether I be dead or !iving, I charge all the 
Godly to a#t faith in him as feitiog his i502 on 
our Sca, when he ſhall begin to our- wit his E- 
nemtcs, and divide them amongſt themſelves, and 
to bre.k their purpoſes amongſt their hands, and 
ro Intricar them with their own work ;, and when 
he begins ro conjound rheir purpoſes, and to exe- 
| Cure 


WF | 
cute Judgment here and there upon them; Then 
I ſay, Look upon him as ſetting his foor on cur 
. Sea, and expett deliverance to his Church and 
. pcopic. 


a. comment 


| Matti. 14. 26, 

End when the Diſciples ſaw him 
walking on the Sea, they were troubled, 
| Jazing, it 11 a Spirit 3, and they crzed 
| Out for fear. 


7 E were ſpezking of the delivery the Diſ- 
| cipies gor from aled Trial, and ſhewed 
that the deliv<:ance did nor appear Ull the fourth 
' Watchof 19 night; for ſometimes the Lord fs 
| Pleated to wind up the Trials of hits Feople highs 
| Erthanever ihey thought tlicy could be born v 
' under. Bur £ltho hs delay a long time, yet he 
| Dow he fe:s forwarc, atid comes to them. tor the 
| delivery of his people. comes fill in due time, 
< when Chrtft fers forwards for their delivery, they 
| apprehend him tobe ſome Spirit. or Devil, 
__ Obſerve, That many times vhen the Lord fets 
| forward for the delivery of his people, they da 
\ exceedingly mittake him, This 1s em:n:nily clear 
| jn the Text 5 and in the Caſe cf Jſract, when Age 
| ſa brought them out of Egy?r, 
And here we ſhall ſkew firft, in what Cafcs the 
Lords Pevpie are ready to mifiake him when he 
' Is coming to deliver them. 2, What makes them 
' miilake him, and why they do {os 
For the ficft, they readily miftake him, hen 
they arc under great atiiiftions of Spirit, and fore 
broken 


| 
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; 14 

broken with Trials, in ahh they are not fir 

julzcs of whar the Lord doeth or {ayeth for their 

g00d ; far then they areundera frame of Spirit, 

wherein they are ready © lock on all he doth as 

Pure wiarh. This was Tfratls cafe 17 Egyotthey 

were fo broken with afflitions, ihsr they could 

no: give car to what 219jzs fail to then, for att» 

guiih of ipirir, rhey had fo wreitied with affiiditi- 

on {or 4 iong tnc And when 4 Soul hath been 

long and {ore 5earce whih Eyidences of anger,and” 
compaſitd with the terrors of He!l, he will nor 
readiybe perivaded, that God intends his good 
In any thing. > 

2 They are r2a4y ro miſtake God when they 
27e nngcr deep apprebeniions of their guilt, fof 
then they mealure er=ry thing by their own dee 

_ ſerving. Aud as Perty iald, deport from me, for 1am 
4 finſu! men ; (o do they ſay, ther's agood word, 
but tt doth nor belong to me, 3'y, When God 
morcs toward their delivery in fome firange un= 
beaten parh z as here when Chriſt was waiking 
on che Sea th:t was a firavge way» And douvilels 
Fenah doubted of hls delivery, when he was (wale 
lowed up by the wile, 

For the ſecond, Whit m:kes rhe Lerds People 
miſfiake him, Anſwer. 1, 10s natural co all Men to 
miſtake the God of Hearen , whole ways are not 
like our wavs, We {2vour of carthly things, and 
we take up every thing in 2 narure]l way, exccpt 
we he helped of Gad, we can take up nothiog a» 
right that he doth. 2. We are inclined to wiſcons 
truck every thing from the prejutices and mif- 
appreherfions we have of Gon4; fo that it is not 
fo ſtranze rhar we mficke him, as that we take 
him up in 27 thing aright, foraſmuch as by our 
natural byaſs we hayc « milcrable way of imagt- 


ty 


——— 


Þ 
ning God to be Vke the Creature, an4 make his 
ways like the creatures wayes; 


The Diſciples 
_ think itcannotbe a man chat waſketh on che (+2, 


| bur ſome Splrir or Devil, he was a wite man that + 
| faid, Is rhis rhe manner of man, O Lord ? 2nd the 
9 Lord might have anfvcred, Indeed ts; nor the 
manner of man, Devzid, there's not a man in the 
world would haye taken you from following the 
Sheep, and have made you King as 1 did. If 
| theſe prejudices 2nd milapp:chentions of. Gad 
were ſo>tued in his people, they might hive much 


| 


© ſweetneſs ; 


but there's always fomerhing ſays 


- within, no min would deal fo with one, which 
| Esrrve, yer norwichitandiog it's &:ds way to do 


fo, you would always remember that his way 1s 


, aSfor above mans way, 45 the Heaven is abore the 


Earth. 


3- We zre ready to lay downa way to God 
whereia to come for ovr 4clirery, and if is come 


not in that way, we imif:ks him, 


This was the 


great gron'd of the Gdilciples miftake abosr 
Chriſt's Roturrecion, they thonzh: he faculd have 


"Tiſen, ind fo glaiiontly har all rhe world ſhould 


Pretenily heve fajilen down before him : and now * 


up fay they, he hath cen three dayes dead, and we 


hare nor ſcen tim, hor cerrain women have been 


ar the S*puichre, and have ſecn 2 viſion, 


They 


thought io have ſeen him In _enother way, and 
therefore miftik: him 5 the people of God look 
ſoverimes rofes him 1 2 temporal mercy, they 
expe#t rhar he fhov'd louſe thel. ourwaid Bonds, 
they look for fuch a men, and he comes t5 them 
In another, #5 gand, For Appliction, 1. It teach» 
Es YOu to {czve a lath-ude to S:d, ro deliver bis 
People, from both thefr *plricual ani Tenporal 
Bandage, and confine him not to this or thar 


mean 
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men: for ordinarily he comes not that way his 
people would have him come, which hath bcen 
often made out in their experience, an4 this 
hath made (omea{ſraid to fpeak of the way they 
would hae him come, leit he honld have 
come In another, 2» Put « favourable conſtrucgt- 
on on every rhing he doth, and thar will prevent 
your miſtakes of him,and of his way of coming for 
your dellvery, charity thinks xo tvil, God loves 
2 chearful giver, and not a churle: hc loves the 
man that expetts good of him, and hls way, there» 
fore when your trials are at 2 great height, and rhe 
 Lard ſeems ro be in a firange way, making you 
meer with ſtrange caſts of providence , ſpeak 
ſparingly of marrers, untill you fee what the reiulc 
will be s for the diſpenſation may look ragged 
like ar the firft, which at the long run will 
produce great mercies ta his Church, 

Secondly, Obſerve, that ſomerlmes when God 
is ferting foreward rhe deliverance of his peas 
pic, he uſerth then'to ſcrue np their trials a de- 
gree higher than they were before: The Diſ- 
ciples were firftafraid of the Sca, bur now allo 
of an evilſpirir, ro that length, thar they cryed 
our, and yer Chriſt was coming for a delivery : 
Iſreeis Tryals never grew great till 245/es was fent 
to deliver them. 

The Reafons of this D>(trine are theſe, Fir}, 
The Lord doth this that he may decrey all mezns 
in his peoples Account, albeir called for from. 
them, 2nd rhar cheir eyes may he only on Him, 
Ifrat! was broken twice before Benjamin, becauſe 
they idolized rhefr number and cauſe. 2. That 
he: may. prepzre his People for the delivery: 1. 
tho ſuch be his Compaſſi»2. that he waits not on 
his peoples frame, God wiil bring _— 2 

X 2 
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long with the Xelfrer (ia will fic them more for 
it than ſeven yea!s trouble, alittle tryal In the 
Delivery ic ſelf will do much good, it haftens the 
Delivery, it may be there will be ſomething in 
the Dcetlvery thar will break your heart, and hum- 
ble you more than all the trouble you have met 
with in Bodv, ind, and Ettate before. 3. He 
thus dealeth tro make way for the Adverſaries cru- 
elty; and fo quickly fill up thelr Cup, and then 
he turns vp their hcels in the midft of thelr pride. 
Iſree!s Delivery did hait in Egypt, to highten the 
tnſolency of the Enemy, and to ripen them for 
Tudgment. 4- He doth this, ro make the Delivery 
of his people more ſweet whenit comes, {weeter 
than if jt had not. met with fiops, and been 
ſcrewed up to the height, rh1s piece of Tryal the 
Dilclples mer with, made Chriſt a great deal 
more welcome then ke would have been, if they 
had pot apprehended him ro be a Ghoft, 5. He 
doth this, that he may keep his People io an e- 
guai Biilance at their Delivery, thar ſo they may 
carry ſoberly under the Receit of Mercies ; For 
His people arc ligin-headed, therefore he will let 
ſome worthy Inſtruments fall when he is about ro 
Deliver his people, that the loſs of them may 
counterballarnce the Deilvery. 6: He doth (o 
perſe& the Buſineſs, and debaics with ſome Per- 
ſors that are much concerved io the difficulty that 
bcf1lls His people, in the particular he Intended 
to purſue in that cafe, 23 in thar Delivery David 
met whh from his Sor: Abſalom. { altho this com- 
pariſon holds not ib all caſes ) His men kill qbſce 
tom, which it Devias account did countervalnc 
th. Deliyery ir felt : Bur God was correRipg the 
Sne, ard avenging himſelf on the other. © i 

Gt, 1, Tiitplcale God to let you fre your Des 
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livery dawning upon - mountaſts, then think 
alſo your difficulties are not 21] over, I will not ſay 
what way God may take to deliver us,but I am ap- 
Preherfive whenever Deliverance ſh] come, there 
ſhal be wultivades of difficulties knterwoven with 
Ir, fo that jt fhalbe hard to determine, whether 
ir be a delivery or not, it will look fo like the 
contrair, and this Thive thought many a time, 
what if there ſhould 2ppear 2 party for God and 
his work in he Flelds, and be broken all In pleces, 
and yet thar ſame broken party contribute for the 
Dcitvery of his Church: many ſuch things are 
With him, But when vour Dellvery begins to 
gawn, do not thick your difficulties over, ye 
may met: with ſomething in the- Delivery that 
may be worſe thin 2!} the tronble ye have yet 
feen, io rher ye fil wiſhrather to be as ye were 
before, then to abide ir. 2. I would nor have the 
Lords people think thar.rhefr Delivery will water 


en th-irframe of ſpirit for fr: There may be ſome- 


thing In the Delivery will give you a Frame. I 
think there fkt be fomerhing that ſha] humble his 
People in Pritain and Preland, 'more than any 
thing they have yer met with, God may do. that 


!n a Niphr or a Day, that will put you more to. 


your Prayers, than all ye have formerly mer with, 


- 3. I wauld not hive you think the D=iivery will 


not come trill all the means b< laid by, no, ye 
may be miſtaken io thar, and for the 1:ftrumenrs 
ye are afrald ye idollze, feer northar, for in the 
Delivery God frail make you quit of rnem, which 


fhal aocreſs co your Tryal, It rhen there be any. 


of you who have. the Faith of an our-pare; {ry 
Four zecounr, and prepare to. meet wich greats. 


difficulties; than ye have mer with formerly, and 


tha <yca it the dawning of the- Debvery. The 
Sn 


; = 


a 


—— " 


9 
Diſciples were AA hes {aw Chrift judg- 
ing him ro be #n evi! Spirit; yer he came and 
rook a proof of Peters Falth, and gave one of his 
own ſuffhctency to help, 

Obſerve Thirdiy z That the People of Gol 
are very ſubjz& to liaviſh fear, when they meet 
ith Bew difficulcies : For they take fooner whh 
their fin than any other people, and the Conſci- 
ence of fin awakens fear, 1 ſhal ſpeak Fir of 
this fear wherce it ariſes, 277, Why they are fo 
ſubje& to ir, 3iy. Of the prejudice they have 
by it. and 4/7. Of the cure of ic, 

For the Firft, Tois laviſh frar the People of 
God #71 troxbltd with. arlies irom their misbeltef 
of wiz: God hath ſaid concerning them, or els 
they - forget it 2: Ir flowes from their purting 
ing fixing the wo:ft Conitrufilon on his yrovi- 
dence, And 3. It flowes from defpondency of 
ſpirit avd hearileſnels, which weakens their 
hands in the uſe of lawful means for bearing 
their rials, and belng aftive for an out-gate , 
they grow indifferent as to theſe, rhipking the 
uſe of means will do them no good : fo their 
faith and hope goes t ruine : and there follows 
on this ſome inc'ination to ufe unlawſal. means 
for an out-gate, and tho they follow it gor, yer the 
heart Is kindly laid out for ſuch a t:mpration, 
and ordinarily compleints aje the fruits of Naviſh 
fear. $9 ir ftands In an atheiftical purting the 
creature in the channel of Iindepcndency from 


God, as if the creaturecould come and. go of firs 


own accord, without con miltion from hin, Tas 
ST. 3+ It is Gad tbat comforitth : They bad for 
£2: rhe Sovera'gulty of God, and choughtthar. 
men might do with them whar they pleaſed withs 
Qui God, - and when go with you an handred 
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eo one, if ye haſten . to He out {rom -Bnder the. 
trial by ſome vai:wſull way, 

For rhe Reaf52ng of this, why the People of 
God are fo fijc&t to this Fear, The Firſt, is 
their greet Ignorance of God's intereſt in his Peo- 
ple ; this is a main cauſe of all flaviin ſear, Tizs 
61. 12, 13. Thy hefl f:arta tebiry day, ana haſt 
forgotten me, tiſt thoy would not b! ajraid of 4 man 
that (bali dir, We take up cur feives 23 landing 
z!onr, and then we ferr when no fearis; not cou. 
fidering thet God 3s in the congregation of the righe 
7284; 5 ir's rrve the Enemies fear, becauſe of God's 
beinp among his own People, but ſome rake fr 
for his Peoples fearing, though God was among 
them, 2. There is the unbellef of what God 
hath iald for the eacouragement of hls People, 
3. Growivg Atheiſm, our 8pprehending God ro 

e itke the creature, and the creature 19 be like 
Gnd, as if God could got work what he would 
withour the creature, and as if the creature 
could wiat it would without God 3 we put God 
above the ercature in {ome things, and the creze 
wre abore God in other things» A 4ts Fowth 
K:4/51 is, becauſe the People cf the Lord yield 
t00 ſoon to fear, and think thatin- no caſe they 
yield to it without reaſon, But ye would oppoſe 


and ſhut out f]:vifh fear as It falls on you, for rhe 


hearkening 19 it makes It prevail and weakens 
you, which bs the n:«xr thing. v7 
Tie prejudice that {laviſh fear brings with Ir, 


Erf?, Tr: weaken the hands of the Lords People. 


in all ducie; when they begin to fear out of 
meaſure,they grow indifferent whether they do 
duty or not; for no man will continueat his duty, 
when his faith fails; and as {laviſh fear prevails, 

falrt: fails; er If he go aboutgdaty, tt; 15 but by 
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ratt, 2s the Pepiſts do when they (ay thelr Pater 
Noſier, and tell over their breeds, A ſecond pre» 
jsdz6t 15, (ovl diſcouragement : nothing can com+ 
forr his People when this fear prevails.” A 
Third 15, their dſcompohing their countenance to 
the ſhame of Religion, whencver Ir gets the up» 
per-hand, ff makes them lock as if they ſerved 
a hard. Mdfier, who purs them tolabour hard, and 
allows no charges, A Fouts, it difobliges God 
to gork for thelr our-gate' and delivery, as ft fs 
faid, he could 781 do many mights works among ſuch 
prop't, becauſe of they pnvelicf, And 8s. It puts 
wen ia an, uncapaciy for underftanding their 
oven Morey, we read of Iſrael in Mgt , that 
they could nor iificn to underfiand what Afoſes 
ſa!4 to them, nay, duty 13 thena burthen to them, 
27; its <oficr for rhem to beer the flone»varrow, 
than to go abou: tutles that may tend tothelr 
Ou: -gate. Gy, Whatever God miy do. in Sos 


.yeraignty and Mc cy, the man vuider flaviſh fear 


hath nora - 015-4e in aliche Bible to lookco, that 
God wil! h:1p him in ſuch a caſe, Jam. 1. 7, 
{tt not that men thi"b to obtain any thing of the 
Lord, beceuic he aks not In faith. CS 
or the gth thirg which is the cure cf this evil, 
Firft,Chrifts coniug to the Diſciples cures their 
Fe«fs; 1:*s Chriifis app: oaching 1D Feyorr to the 
man thai's under fl:viſh fear, vhicir will cure 
him 3 there is robe of the People of God, bur 
briog Chrift arc them together, he: will heal all 
their fears, and iiferce all their diſputes. Iris Lbe 
nor afraid, allzyrs all, 2. But as he ſpeaks 
friendly, fo he adds his Authority, rebuking their, 
Navith fear, al ho they trad ground to be quiet, 
yet they cainoc till he fay, It is I, be not afraid: 
and yer this does it got to all of them, there: are : 
| E 
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ſome will have a ſpecial confirmation of jr, and 
Peter Roms out before the refit. If it be thou, bjd 
mecome 2 thee vpon the water, or eile | wil 
not b:iteye, but he ſhil cot brag much of krere 
all be done, It may be your dovbis grow great- 
_ er before the end of your days, bur gray Chrift 
to command the Devil of ſlavifh fear to Gf. Haw. 
_ever ir's Chrift coming that muſt completly ailay 
all your fears, and no other ching will do it, 

#/e. Let all Gods p:ople know, {uch an cyil 
as ſlavith fear will arrend them, as their difficulties 


are renewed; and If ye be guarded zgzioft 5+, 


as knowing the prejudice of It, encourage your 
felyes agzinti jr when your fears grow in @ dark 
and c'oudy day; and to prevent ir, confider the 
Incerefi God hath in his People, how they are 
ſee as a ſeal on his heart, and cngraven on the 
palms of his hands ; and the Lord hath fajd, 
who tonches them, roucheri the apyvle ofh's eve ; 
do we belicve this? they chattroublce the 1 eople 
of God, they do as 111 2s if they took God on the 
face 2. Believe allo, witever God dos, or {ifs 
fers men ro av, a will work tegethtr for the good 
_ of his Prople 4 this is common in every bodies 
mouth, but it is the leatt beifeved ruth in all the 
Bible. And tho ye quefijon not the r:ruth of the 
promite, ye ſtand ar the =pplication; pur your 
elves to it therefore inthis inflance, if ye can be- 
lieve and acaniefce on it jon your hears, that all 
the difirefies 2nd attiictions the People of Gad In 
RYittain and Ireland ire under, $a] work together 
for their good 3-and If ir be fo, as no doubt it 
ſhal, why «re vor ye comforted of it? 
3. Beitere ihiz zi. o, that there js nothing he- 
fails the People of God bur by his Providence, 
aho ihetc be meny things they meec with, nor 


approrey- 


m_ 
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approven by him, yer they meet with nothlog 
but what he hai a hand in, elther by an «five or 
*er 3/ut Providence; Ler that be another ground 
of Euiztneſs, cipectaily he will bring about Glory 
to himſelf, and good royrn, Thar the Minificrs 
In Britiain and Ireland are put from their Church. 
£5 2nd houſes, and banifſh'd our of the countrey, 
or confined ro ſome remote places, i5 by his pros 
v14ience, afd ſhal work together for their good, 
n} yours alſo;znd fince it is ſo, ought ve not to be 
fiicnc. 

4. Know and bellevethere {; nothing bur Go 
2nd an evil conſcience ye need to fear: As a 
man in 1elend ſaid roa Bilsp, when he threatned 
to Impriſon him, I know no jack priſon 45 av evil 
conſcience; and if je veſolve to ſear nothing but the 
greet God of Haven £14 an tvil conſcience, ve ned 
#6t to f12r man, nor any other thing z for the fear 6f 
theſe will ta out 414 Quitt all 0tntr ſtars, 
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